BOOK RESOURCES- THE PERFECT SHELTER

Conversation starters:

•

Have you ever made a den? What was it like? Did you make it on your own or with
someone else?

•

Have you or someone you loved ever been unwell or been to hospital? What was that
like and how did you feel?

•

What places, people or things to you go to when you’re having a difficult time?

Nature’s Bunting – Collect some outdoor treasures. Secure them between pieces of wax
paper and decorate your home with them! There are some very helpful instructions on
the Artful Parent website: https://artfulparent.com/no-sew-autumn-leaf-buntingearthy-and-ethereal/

Picture This! Can you make a frame from sticks and craft materials for a picture or piece
of art that you love?

Make A Den – Dens can be made with all kinds of different materials. Try turning a table
into a den with a blanket, or try these ideas from IKEA.

Make a Shelter from Sticks! Making an outdoor den can be tricky. Ask a grown up to
help you attach sticks to cane frame with a glue gun and use sticks you’ve collected on
outdoor adventures.

A Mini Shelter – Shelters don’t have to be big. They can be small too! Who might live in
a shelter like this?

Leaf inspired artwork – Asa’s artwork features lots of bright, bold and colourful leaves.
Create your own leaf collage.

Weaving with natural materials – Ever wondered how to display your special outdoor
treasures? Why not make a weaving from sticks and string? Make the frame and take it out
with you on a walk or outdoor adventure. Fill it with all the beautiful things you find!
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Homes from Homes – The Perfect Shelter is a story about seeking emotional shelter
when the world feels full of worry and stress. What kinds of ‘emotional shelter’ do you
seek during hard times?
Refugee Support Devon is a charity that supports refugees and alyssum seekers in the
South West of England. Have you heard the word ‘refugee’ before? What do you think it
means? Here are some answers that Refugee Support Devon’s book group gave to the
question ‘What people, places and things bring you ‘shelter’ and hope when life is
challenging?’

"A best friend is the person to talk to because you can share everything and
they will help you."
"When you travel abroad and go somewhere special to you, it gives you
shelter." - Aeaz
"A best friend." - AlAbbas
AlAbbas also said: "You can change your mind. Just think it and you feel
positive."
"I work in my allotment if I'm worried and I feel happy." - Mohamad
"When I'm angry I go out to ride my bike. There's a river. I like to go to the
beach, too." – Alan

Outdoor inspired writing - Try making a mixed media map of an imaginary land or of a
setting from a book you’ve read. This map was inspired by the world building in ‘Where
the World turns Wild,’ which is written by Nicola Penfold. Perhaps making a map will
inspire you to do some writing of your own.

